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Council work session Minutes November 4, 2025

Work session will begin immediately after the adjournment of the Council meeting, and

no earlier than 10:30 a.m.

The meeting will be held at Metro Regional Center, in Room 375. Additional seating and

viewing will be available in Room 279.

A remote viewing option is available through Zoom. Due to mobile equipment, audio
and video quality may be reduced. You may access the meeting by using this link:
https://zoom.us/j/61507992 (Webinar ID: 615 079 992)

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

President Peterson called the work session to order at 10:52 a.m

Present: 7 - Council President Lynn Peterson, Councilor Christine Lewis,
Councilor Juan Carlos Gonzalez, Councilor Mary Nolan,
Councilor Ashton Simpson, Councilor Gerritt Rosenthal, and

Councilor Duncan Hwang

2. Work Session Topics:

2.1

Sara Wilson, SSW, and Andy Shaw, Director of Government Affairs,
began the session by providing an overview of the priority-setting
process thus far and prepared Councilors to focus the present
discussion on possible future funding measures. They provided a
prioritization worksheet that would guide the work session, on
which Councilors ranked relative priorities and noted specific

comments, strengths and concerns about each topic.

Throughout the session, Craig Beebe, Policy and Communications
Advisor, presented to Council possible ballot measure topics to
fund regional priorities. During each topic, the Councilors shared
the different attributes of successful referrals, their principles for

sequencing priorities and more.

The first topic Councilors considered was a renewal of Metro’s

Parks Levy. Councilors began with questions that outlined the
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possible disruptions that would ensue if the measure was passed
closer to the bond expiration. Councilor Hwang suggested
monitoring the results of the Portland Parks Levy and also
maintaining focus on the relative cost to residents of Metro’s

Parks Levy to other measures in the region.

Councilors also mentioned regional efforts or plans at local
jurisdictions to fund parks. Councilor Lewis pointed to possible
changes in funding in North Clackamas and Milwaukie, and
Councilor Gonzalez wondered whether there was an opportunity

to partner with a regional parks advocacy group.

President Peterson signaled her desire to crafting a more focused
definition of increased access to parks and natural areas related to
Metro’s parks funding measures in the meantime. She
emphasized that conservation and regional parks are distinct from

city parks and recreation.

Staff then moved into a brief description of possible
transportation investments in the region, including an overview of

Metro’s 2020 measure.

Councilors’ questions focused on the process for rebuilding or
revising a package of projects, as well as significant escalation
costs since 2020 that would continue to rise. They balanced the
desire to have a well-crafted measure supported by negotiations
with partners, and a more efficient timeline that builds on existing

relationships and past engagement.

Some Councilors noted possibilities for a more successful
measure, including focusing on stronger priorities first or creating

a more cohesive package.

The third topic the Councilors discussed was the existing

supportive housing services program, which is set to sunset in
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2030. Metro’s 2018 Affordable Housing Bond has also exhausted
most of its resources by providing homes across the region. Staff
noted a necessary ramp-down period of reducing funds for

services, expected to span three years.

Councilors reiterated remarks from recent work sessions that
demonstrated their desire for a truly regional program. They
discussed the practical results of various changes to the program’s
structure. They raised concern about federal funding cuts creating
waves of new people in need of assistance, but they also discussed
the better-than-expected progress on the original measure, and

the value residents receive for those tax dollars.

The next topic of discussion was sports, arts and culture
investment. In the introduction, staff highlighted various issues
like community awareness of a need and whether the benefits are
too concentrated in the city center, despite serving the whole
region. Staff also noted that Council could consider a narrow
scope or broader scope package for this topic, as there was no

existing proposal.

President Peterson expressed excitement about short-term
possibilities in this realm, by boosting the regional economy

rather than mitigating the impacts of a struggling economy.

Councilors’ comments on the topic split in different directions.
Some expressed concern about the perception of expanding
Metro’s mission or whether residents would view investments as
a regional benefit. Some agreed that because the region is not
prepared to make such investments, it is imperative to think

about readiness.

During the last topic of discussion, a new affordable housing bond,
President Peterson first reiterated her support for economic

development priorities rather than reactive solutions.
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3.

Adjourn

Councilor Gonzalez, on the other hand, described supporting
housing for all as a proactive strategy, and shared his support for
a new bond in the short-term that can help the region face an
acute need. Staff also confirmed that thousands of jobs with
average wages near six figures were produced as a result of the
existing bond, and that additional dollars were leveraged from the

state legislature to bolster the program’s outcomes.

Councilor Lewis closed the discussion topic by suggesting thinking
ahead about a cadence for renewing measures to provide greater
clarity in the coming decades and to reduce the need to plan last-

minute.

As the last activity of the session, Councilors prioritized the five
topic areas individually. A majority of the Council identified an

affordable housing bond as the top priority.

President Peterson adjourned the work session at 12:59 p.m.
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Anne Buzzini, Council Legislative Advisor

November 12, 2025




