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2023 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE OVERVIEW 

Transportation shapes our communities and our everyday lives. Access to transit, biking and walking 
connections, and streets and highways where traffic flows allows us to reach our jobs, schools and families. 
It connects us to the goods and services we depend on and helps keep nature and recreation opportunities 
within reach. Investment in a transportation system to provide safe, healthy, accessible and reliable options 
for getting around is important for the region’s long-term prosperity and our quality of life.  

As the federally-designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), Metro is responsible for leading 
and coordinating updates to the Regional Transportation Plan every five years to address the needs of our 
growing and changing region. The RTP uses an outcomes-based planning framework that is used to guide 
planning and investment in the region’s transportation system. Metro works closely with local 
jurisdictions, port districts, transit providers and state agencies in preparing the RTP. Metro adopted the 
most recent update of the RTP in December 2018. 

During 2022 and 2023, Metro will engage the public and local, regional, and state partners to update the 
RTP through the year 2045. This document outlines the key elements of the RTP and anticipated timeline 
for developing the 2023 RTP.  

WHAT IS THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN? 

The RTP is the greater Portland area’s long-range 
blueprint for guiding planning and investments in the 
region’s transportation system for all forms of travel  
motor vehicle, transit, biking, and walking  and the 
movement of goods and freight. The plan establishes four 
overarching priorities – equity, safety, climate and 
congestion – and eleven goals and supporting objectives, 
performance targets and policies that together guide 
planning and investment decisions to meet those needs.  

The plan identifies current and future regional 
transportation needs, investment priorities to meet those 
needs, and local, regional, state and federal 
transportation funds the region expects to have available to make those investments.  

The plan contains: 

 a long-term vision for the region’s transportation system and four overarching priorities;  
 eleven goals and supporting objectives and performance targets that identify what outcomes the 

region wants to achieve and indicators to measure progress;  
 policies that guide decisions and actions in pursuit of our desired outcomes; 
 a financial plan that identifies how the region will pay for investments; and 
 an investment strategy that includes major local, regional and state transportation investment 

priorities that help accomplish the vision and desired outcomes identified in the plan. 

Figure 1. Elements of the Regional Transportation Plan 

https://www.oregonmetro.gov/regional-transportation-plan


 

WHAT IS THE ANTICIPATED TIMELINE FOR THE UPDATE? 

 

Getting Started (largely internal)      June to Sept. 2021 

 Develop work plan and stakeholder engagement process for scoping phase. 

 Identify what has changed since 2018 and should be considered during scoping and the plan update, 
including Metro Strategic Framework and Metro Racial Equity Framework. 

 Identify (and develop) data and tools needed to support update. 

 Initiate development of background policy briefs to inform update: 
• Emerging Transportation Trends, Safe and Healthy Urban Arterials, Climate Justice and 

Resilience, Equitable Finance, Regional Needs and Disparities, and others TBD. 

Milestone: Metro staff initiate scoping phase. 

Scoping         Oct. 2021 to Feb. 2022 

 Seek Council values, desired outcomes and topics to address.  

 Engage local, regional, state and community partners to inform the overall scope of the update and 
values that will guide the development of the updated plan, including stakeholder interviews, 
community leaders forum, briefings to regional policy and technical advisory committees and county 
coordinating committees, and Consultation activities with tribes, resource agencies and others. 

Decision: JPACT and the Metro Council consider approval of work plan and public engagement plan (by 
Resolution). 

Plan Update1         Feb. 2022 to June 2023  

 Policy updates: complete by June 2022 to inform/guide project list updates.   

 Financial Plan updates: complete by June 2022 to support project list updates 

 Project List/Investment Strategy updates: Fall 2022-Spring 2023 

Milestone: Public review draft 2023 RTP and appendices released for 45-day public comment period. 

Plan Adoption        July to Nov. 2023 

 ~July 1 to Aug. 14, 2023: 45-day public comment period with hearing(s), briefings to regional policy 
and technical advisory committees and county coordinating committees, and Consultation activities 
with tribes, resource agencies and others. 

 Sept.-Oct.: MTAC and TPAC consider public comment and make recommendations to MPAC and JPACT. 

 Oct.-Nov.: MPAC and JPACT consider public comment and make recommendations to the Metro 
Council. 

 Nov. 30: Metro Council considers final action. 

Decision: JPACT and the Metro Council consider adoption of the plan (by Ordinance). 

                                                        
1 Engagement activities for this phase will be identified during the scoping phase. 


