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BALLOT TITLE 

Caption: Bonds to protect water quality, fish, wildlife habitat, natural areas  

Question:  Shall Metro protect clean water, natural areas, access to parks and nature; issue 

bonds estimated to maintain current tax rate?  

If the bonds are approved, they will be payable from taxes on property or property 

ownership that are not subject to the limits of sections 11 and 11-b, Article XI of the 

Oregon Constitution.  

Summary: If passed, the measure would: 

 Authorize $475 million in general obligation bonds to continue regional 

programs to protect and improve water quality in local rivers and streams, and 

help salmon and other native fish.  

 Protect headwaters of local rivers like the Willamette, Tualatin and Clackamas, 

wildlife habitat, and natural areas. Restores wetlands to control flooding.  

 Fund local water quality, wildlife habitat and park maintenance projects, and 

large-scale community nature access projects.  

 Continue Nature in Neighborhoods grants to protect and connect people and 

nature. 

 Maintain Metro’s parks, including Oxbow and Blue Lake, and makes these parks 

and natural areas safer, more accessible and welcoming, especially for low-

income families and communities of color.  

Due to previous bonds retiring, this program is not expected to increase taxes.  

Requires community oversight committee; yearly independent financial audits. 

Bond costs estimated at $0.19 per $1,000 of assessed value annually, approximately 

$4.00/month for the average homeowner. Bonds may be issued over time in 

multiple series and mature in no more than 30 years.  
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