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Updating design guidance for regional streets and trails 
Projects funded with Regional Flexible Funds must be consistent with the guidelines 
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Clackamas County  Planning and Engineering 
Multnomah County Transportation Planning 
Multnomah County - Public Health 
Washington County Planning and Engineering 
Metro Planning and Development 
Metro Parks and Nature 
Oregon Department of Transportation, Region 1 
Oregon Department of Transportation, Salem 
TriMet 
US DOT Federal Highways Administration 
Tualatin Hills Park and Recreation District 
 MTAC alternate 
 Sustainable Cities Initiative, U of O  
Better Blocks PDX 

 

 

Agencies and organizations represented on the 
Technical Work Group 
A Technical Work Group has provided  review & input throughout the update  

City of Beaverton Transportation Planning 
City of Forest Grove Engineering 
City of Gresham Planning and Engineering 
City of Hillsboro Planning 
City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services 
City of Portland Bureau of Transportation  
City of Portland Parks and Recreation 
City of Sherwood Community Development 
City of Tualatin Engineering and Parks 
City of West Linn Public Works 
City of Wilsonville Engineering 
Audubon Society of Portland 
Oregon Walks 
Safe Routes to School National Partnership 
The Street Trust 
Landscape architect 
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The functions of streets and trails, 
and the design elements that 
support those functions, are 
determined by land use and 
adopted policies. 

Guidelines link land use and transportation and 
implement the 2040 Growth Concept 
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Regional street design policy in the Regional 
Transportation Plan 

Regional street design 
classifications dictate how 
throughways and arterials in the 
RTP should be designed: 
•number of lanes 
•priority functions 
•design speed 
•separation of modes 
•flex-zone uses 
•place-making/public space 
•green infrastructure 
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Street design classifications correspond to land use 

Draft 
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Design decisions are guided by desired policy 
outcomes/design principles 
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Design serves the different functions of streets 
Desired functions are identified in modal plans and adopted policies   

 

Draft 
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With performance-
based design, design 
elements support 
street functions to 
achieve desired 
outcomes 



Draft 
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1. Purpose and how to use the guidelines 

2. Policy framework and desired outcomes 

3. Design functions and classifications 

4. Design elements, recommendations, considerations 

5. Visualizations, street illustrations  

6. Performance-based decision making framework 

7. Implementation strategies and examples 

What is in the guidelines? 
An annotated outline describes what will be in the guidelines – content is being developed 
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A variety of factors should guide 
decisions on how existing or new road 
right-of-way is divided up: 

•Safety of all users 

•Mobility/capacity for all users 

•Serving priority functions  

•Travel Speeds 

•Right-of-way width needed 

 

Design element example: Motor vehicle travel lanes 
The number and width of motor vehicle travel lanes is one of the most important design 
elements of a transportation project.  
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Design element example: Motor vehicle travel lanes 
Guidance on number of travel lanes is provided by the Regional Design Classifications 

 

Shaded areas optional based 

on available width 
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Design element example: Motor vehicle travel lanes 
Lane widths guidance is based on national best practice (NCHRP 880)  and recommends  
starting with lower widths  
 

Draft 
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March 21- Update to JPACT 

April 22 – Policymaker’s forum on design 

June/July – Preview final draft of guidelines  

 

  

 

Next steps 
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•Are there additional policy outcomes or clarifications to those already 
identified, that the Council wish staff to reflect in the regional transportation 
design guidelines? 

•Does the Council have further direction on the approach or content of the 
design guidelines? 

•Is there additional direction the Council wants to provide in regards to 
applying regional street and trail design guidelines to future transportation 
funding? 

 

Metro Council policy questions 






