
Page 1 Ordinance No. 18-1421 

BEFORE THE METRO COUNCIL 
 

 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING THE 2014 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN TO 
COMPLY WITH FEDERAL AND STATE LAW 
AND AMENDING THE REGIONAL 
FRAMEWORK PLAN  

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDINANCE NO. 18-1421 
 
Introduced by Chief Operating Officer Martha 
Bennett in concurrence with Council 
President Tom Hughes 

 
 WHEREAS, the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is the federally-recognized metropolitan 
transportation plan for the greater Portland region, and must be updated every five years; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the RTP fulfills statewide planning requirements to implement Statewide Planning 
Goal 12 (Transportation), as implemented through the Transportation Planning Rule and the 
Metropolitan Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets Rule, and must be updated every 5-7 years; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the RTP is a central tool for implementing the Region 2040 Growth Concept, and 
constitutes a policy component of the Regional Framework Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, Metro’s most recent update to the RTP was completed in July 2014 and was 
approved and acknowledged by U.S. Department of Transportation and U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency on May 20, 2015; and 
 

WHEREAS, in December 2015 the Metro Council and the Joint Policy Advisory Committee on 
Transportation (JPACT) approved the proposed 2018 RTP work program and public participation plan; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, from May 2015 through 2018, the Metro Council and Metro staff engaged the 
public, community, and business leaders, and local, regional and state partners to update the RTP, 
including its vision, goals, objectives, performance measures, policies, projects and strategies; and  

 
WHEREAS, from June 2017 to March 2018, Metro solicited and evaluated projects from local 

governments, TriMet, South Metro Area Regional Transit (SMART), the Port of Portland, the Oregon 
Department of Transportation and eligible parks districts pursuant to the updated vision, goals and 
guidance included in the solicitation materials; and 

 
WHEREAS, in February 2018, the Metro Council identified key regional priorities – 

transportation equity with a focus on race and income, safety, travel options, Climate Smart Strategy 
implementation and managing congestion – to be the focus of the RTP; and 

 
WHEREAS in March 2018, the Metro Council requested that jurisdictions meaningfully review 

and refine their draft project list to the extent practicable to help make more progress on the key regional 
priorities; and 

 
WHEREAS, subsequent to evaluation of the revised projects, Metro established the region is 

making satisfactory progress in implementing the Climate Smart Strategy pursuant to OAR 660-044-
0060 and that, while significant progress was made on transit service expansion and the number of 
transportation safety projects in the RTP, the RTP shows mixed progress on transportation equity and 
fails to meet mobility standards in the Oregon Highway Plan pursuant to OAR 660-012 and performance 
targets for reducing freight delay, tripling bike, walk and transit mode share and completing gaps in the 
regional active transportation network; and 
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WHEREAS, Metro released the initial draft of the 2018 RTP and Appendices for public review 

and comment on June 29, 2018; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Metro provided a 45-day public comment period on the draft 2018 RTP from 
June 29 to August 13, 2018, and received comments through September 6, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Metro Council held a public hearing on August 2, 2018 to accept public 
testimony and comments regarding the draft RTP and Appendices; and 
  

WHEREAS, Metro staff invited four Native American Tribes, the Federal Highway 
Administration, the Federal Transit Administration and other federal, state and local resource, wildlife, 
land management and regulatory agencies to consult on the public review draft RTP and strategies in 
accordance with 23 CFR 450.316, and convened four separate consultation meetings on August 6, 14 
and 21 and September 6, 2018; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Metro Council, JPACT, the Metro Policy Advisory Committee (MPAC), the 

Metro Technical Advisory Committee (MTAC), the Transportation Policy Alternatives Committee 
(TPAC), the Federal Highway Administration, the Federal Transit Administration, local government 
elected officials and staff, business and community leaders, public agencies, private and non-profit 
organizations and the public, assisted in the development of the 2018 RTP and provided comment on the 
RTP throughout the planning process; and  

 
WHEREAS, the 2018 RTP sets the foundation for local transportation plan updates, future 

region-wide planning efforts, regional efforts to seek future funding and the next RTP update, and 
defines specific activities for Metro and regional partners to take over the next few years to support the 
outcomes identified through the RTP update; and  

 
WHEREAS, the 2018 RTP policy priorities will set the policy foundation for the 2022-2024 

Regional Flexible Fund Allocation (RFFA) and the 2021-2024 Metropolitan Transportation 
Improvement Program (MTIP) performance-based programming for investments and measuring MTIP 
progress; and 

 
WHEREAS, JPACT and MPAC have recommended approval of the 2018 RTP and Appendices 

by the Metro Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Metro Council held two additional public hearings on the 2018 RTP and its 

components identified in Exhibit A, Exhibit B, Exhibit C, and Exhibit D, on November 8 and December 
6, 2018; now therefore, 
 
 THE METRO COUNCIL ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The 2014 Regional Transportation Plan is hereby amended to become the 2018 Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP), as indicated in attached Exhibit A and Appendices and the 
addendum to Exhibit A, attached and incorporated into this ordinance. 

2. Chapter 2 (Transportation) of Metro's Regional Framework Plan is hereby amended, as 
indicated in Exhibit B, attached and incorporated into this ordinance, to reflect the updated 
Transportation policies in the 2018 RTP in Exhibit A. 
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3. The "Summary of Comments Received and Recommended Actions," attached as Exhibit C, is 
incorporated by reference and any amendments reflected in the recommended actions are 
incorporated in Exhibit A. 

4. The Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law in Exhibit D, attached and incorporated into this 
ordinance, explain how these amendments comply with the Regional Framework Plan, 
statewide planning laws and the Oregon Transportation Plan and its applicable components. 

5. Staff is directed to submit this ordinance and exhibits to the Land Conservation and 
Development Commission (LCDC), including Appendix J, which reports the region is making 
satisfactory progress in implementing the region’s Climate Smart Strategy. 

6. The 2018 RTP is hereby adopted as the federally-recognized metropolitan transportation plan 
and shall be transmitted to the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

 
 ADOPTED by the Metro Council this _______ day of December, 2018. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tom Hughes, Council President 

 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Sara Farrokhzadian, Recording Secretary  

Approved as to Form: 
 
 
 
       
Nathan A. S. Sykes, Acting Metro Attorney 

 


