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CHAPTER 5.00 

 
SOLID WASTE DEFINITIONS 

 
5.00.010 Definitions 

Conversion technology facility means a facility that uses primarily chemical or thermal 
processes other than melting (changing from solid to liquid through heating without changing 
chemical composition) to produce fuels, chemicals, or other useful products from solid waste. 
These chemical or thermal processes include, but are not limited to, distillation, gasification, 
hydrolysis, pyrolysis, thermal depolymerization, transesterification and animal rendering, but 
do not include direct combustion, composting, anaerobic digestion, melting, or mechanical 
recycling. Mills that primarily use mechanical recycling or melting to recycle materials back 
into similar materials are not considered to be conversion technology facilities, even if they 
use some chemical or thermal processes in the recycling process.  

Specific material recycler means a facility that processes a single type of non-putrescible 
recyclable material that holds intrinsic value in established reuse or recycling markets. 
These materials include, but are not limited to, scrap metal, plastic, paper, or other similar 
commodities. This term does not include a facility that processes commingled source-
separated recyclables collected through curbside residential or commercial collection 
programs. 
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