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WHAT'S AT RISK

THE RISK OF FLOODING ON THE LOWER COLUMBIA RIVER IS REAL
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Levee Ready
COLUMBIA

FLOOD RISK ON The risk of flooding on the Lower Columbia River is real. In 1948, the
Vanport flood decimated what was then the state’s second-largest and

TH E CO LU M B IA most racially integrated community. The Christmas floods of 1964 are
RIVER regarded as one of the worst natural disasters in state history. Since 1894,
four 100-year and two 500-year flood events have been measured at the
confluence of the Willamette and Columbia Rivers. There is no question
that the Columbia Corridor area will confront floods in the future. The
only question is whether we will be ready.

FE D E RAL For naturally flood-prone areas surrounded by levees, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will “accredit” the levee system

ACCRE D ITATI 0 N if certain requirements are met. Accreditation has several benefits:
MATTERS e Lower-cost flood insurance

¢ No flood insurance mandate
e Fewer development restrictions

The current multi-jurisdictional structure for managing flood risks is not
CO N FRO NTI N G a viable model for the future.

GOVE RNAN CE Federal accreditation: No single agency currently has the capability to
CHALLENG ES ensure that the levee system remains accredited in the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP).
Benefits and burdens: The status quo does not equitably allocate
costs of flood risk management in the Columbia Corridor to the many
beneficiaries of the system.
Fragmented responsibility: Responsibility and authority for vital
functions are fragmented across several jurisdictions. No single entity is
responsible for reducing flood risks.
Insufficient revenue: The existing four drainage districts collectively have
assessment revenue of $4.8 million in FY 2017. Revenues will need to
approximately triple to support the system.

BOTTO M LI N E . Levee Ready Columbia (LRC) was created as a temporary solution to
" an urgent challenge: maintaining accreditation. It is not a permanent

TH E STATUS QUO institution and may not be capable for funding needed infrastructure
IS NOT AN OPTION improvements. LRC is considering new models for managing flood risk

which could involve changes at the local, county, or regional scale.
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