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Report to JPACT: 
Progress made on 
the Regional 
Transportation 
Safety Strategy



Purpose

Report on 
• adopted regional safety performance targets
• progress made over the last two years, by state, regional, 

local and community partners, implementing the 2018 
Regional Transportation Safety Strategy

• Metro’s annual safety work program 

Receive input from JPACT members on prioritizing safety in 
the next two years



Every three days 
someone is killed 
in a traffic crash 
in our region. 

Every day 
someone is 
seriously injured. 



Regional safety strategy
• Adopted 2018
• Topical plan of the 2018 RTP
• Safe system approach
• Racial equity and public health 

framework
• Data driven
• 6 strategies, 50 actions
• Implemented by state, regional, 

local and community partners
• Zero deaths and serious injuries 

by 2035 – performance target



Fatality and serious injury trends for the greater Portland region
Source: Metro, 2019 annual crash update and 2019 Traffic Fatalities and Serious Injuries Annual Performance Report

Progress on safety 
performance targets

Traffic deaths and 
life changing injuries 
are increasing, and 
we are not currently 
on track to achieve 
Vision Zero. 



Traffic fatalities cost our region over $1 
billion a year.

$1.1B

6

Annual cost to our 
region from traffic 
deaths. 

Source: Metro; Guidance on the 
Treatment of the Economic Value of a 
Statistical Life (VSL) in U.S. Department 
of Transportation Analyses – 2021
Update



Progress report
More action is 
needed to reduce 
racial disparities 
in traffic safety



Progress report
We have made 
progress on some 
actions, could 
prioritize safety 
more



Strategy 1: Protect vulnerable users and 
reduce disparities

Progress report
Progress made, 
but more action 
is needed



Strategy 2: Design roadways for safety

Progress report
Progress made, 
but more action 
is needed



Strategy 3: Reduce speeds and speeding

Progress report
Minimal progress 
made



Strategy 4: Address aggressive and 
distracted driving

Progress report
Minimal progress 
made



Strategy 5: Address impaired driving

Progress report
Minimal progress 
made



Strategy 6: Engagement and coordination

Progress report
Progress made, 
but more action 
is needed



Progress report: Do more of what is working

Traffic deaths by urban region, 2011-2015  
U.S. urban regions with populations greater than 1 million 

Land use.
Shorter trips.
More transit, walking, bicycling. 
Less VMT/capita.



Safe speeds. Speed management strategies and technologies are 
estimated to save 4,000 lives each year nationally.
Safe vehicles. Incorporating Advanced Driver Assistance Systems, 
technologies which exist today, into all vehicles, is estimated to save 
up to 10,000 lives a year nationally.
Safe road users. Incorporating Alcohol Detection Systems, 
technologies which exist today, into all vehicles, is estimated to save 
up to 9,000 lives annually.11

Safe roads. Roadway design improvements that are safety-
outcomes based are estimated to save 3,000 lives a year nationally.
Safe EMS. Improved emergency response to crashes is estimated to 
save 2,500 lives a year.
Safe system for all. Shifting to more transit, walking, and bicycling 
trips is estimated to save 3,000 lives a year nationally. 

Sources: National Safety Council, Rand Report; Insurance Institute for Highway Safety - Highway Loss 
Data Institute; AAA Report; APTA Report. 

Progress report: Prioritize safety over speed, and 
other strategies



Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Receive ODOT 
annual crash data 

Process 
ODOT data

Distribute 
performance 
measure report, 
annual crash fact 
sheet

Metro’s role: Annual regional transportation safety work program

Receive 
previous year 
F/Inj A data 
from ODOT

Update RLIS, Barometer, 
Crash Map, webpage

Develop performance 
measure report, 
annual crash fact sheet

Provide performance measure report to Metro 
Council and committees, partner committees

Convene regional 
safety workshop

Every 5 years: update high injury corridors, 
state of safety analysis and report, regional 
plans, policies, strategies and actions

Identify
legislative 
priorities

Safety data 
Regional policy and planning
Safety projects and design support 
Safe behaviors and programs support

Ongoing: monthly fatal crash reports, ‘safety of interest’ emails, local plan and project development technical support



Questions and input on prioritizing safety in the next 
two years



www.oregonmetro.gov/regional-transportation-safety-plan

Thank you

http://www.oregonmetro.gov/regional-transportation-safety-plan
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