February 2023

Metro Chief Operating Officer’s
MEEl Expo Future Project recommended next steps

Based on the findings of the Phase 01: Expo Future Project RFEI report, Metro’s
COO0 is recommending range of actions to pursue as part of Phase 02 of the Expo
Future project.

Recommendation # 1: Metro will recognize Expo Center’s Hall A as a site of national
historic significance and meaningfully memorialize the site’s history of forced
displacement during World War II and the Vanport Floods, as well as the site’s pre-
colonial history and importance to Indigenous Peoples.

In doing so, Metro will take the lead in convening Tribal government partners, the Black
and Japanese American communities and urban Indigenous community to meaningfully
memorialize the cultural significance of the site to our region and country. As part of
this, Metro shall investigate support from federal, state, or other partners, including
philanthropic partners, for financial or other opportunities for Hall A, specifically, and
the land adjacent to the Columbia River.

Recommendation # 2: Recognizing Oregon’s status as an international powerhouse in
the sport and outdoor industry, Metro will take measures to align Expo’s future
redevelopment as a community-centric destination venue that prioritizes amateur,
professional, and recreational sports. Metro will proceed to Phase 02 of the Expo Future
project and directs staff to conduct due diligence, which includes -

e Partnering with Sport Oregon and other sports organizations on a market and
feasibility study to examine how Expo can best pivot its operations toward a
sports facility as a primary market, with other uses such as consumer, live
entertainment, and community events as secondary markets.

e Conduct an analysis of the benefits and drawbacks of contracting with a third-
party venue operator versus Metro.

e Explore additional revenue generating opportunities for the site.

Depending upon results of the market and feasibility study:

e  Work with community partners and stakeholders to align Metro’s new vision for
the site as a community-centric venue with the project's Guiding Principles.

e Conduct a full capital needs assessment and determine a strategy for the site's
future development.

e Develop a funding strategy and business plan to support the approved vision.

e Coordinate with other jurisdictions on activities related to the Expo Future
project and identify potential public and private partnership opportunities.

e Conduct additional due diligence activities that support the core central
concept's feasibility.

Recommendation # 3: COO’s office will work with Metro Council President and the
Chair of MERC to determine the appropriate governance structure and stakeholders to
support the activities of Phase 02.
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Recommendation # 4: In alignment with the recommendations from the Expo Future
Community Partner review committee and the project Steering Committee, Metro shall
prioritize the use of locally-owned contractors and vendors for the redevelopment of
the site.

Recommendation # 5: Expo will continue to operate and book events after June 2024.
Booking contracts should propose clear cancellation policies and flexibility to
accommodate for redevelopment efforts. Upon identification of a capital improvements
timeline, bookings and activities should be adjusted for consistency with redevelopment
or other unforeseen impacts.

Where possible, Metro’s Visitor Venues General Manager shall align Expo operations
with a booking policy and communications strategy that supports the Expo Future
Project’s timeline and goals. In addition, every effort should be made to pursue the
sports event market within the current venue constraints.

Recommendation #6: COQ’s Office shall continue to coordinate with Planning and
Development staff working on the Interstate Bridge Replacement (IBR) Program, to
identify project needs and ensure coordination between Expo booking and IBR project.
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