
Metropolitan Exposition Recreation 

Commission (MERC) agenda

Oregon Convention Center, 

777 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Portland 

Oregon, 97232,

Room F150

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81411140803?

pwd=RATb1kMK7VnTrbyy1ObzzKefkj949G.1

Wednesday, September 3, 2025 12:30 PM

1. Call To Order and Roll Call

2. Public Communication

Public comment may be submitted in writing. It will also be heard in person and by electronic

communication (video conference or telephone). Written comments should be submitted

electronically by emailing amy.nelson@oregonmetro.gov.Testimony on agenda and non-agenda

items will be taken at the beginning of the meeting. 

Those wishing to testify orally are encouraged to sign up in advance by either: (a) contacting Amy

Nelson by phone at 503-314-2360 and providing your name and the agenda item on which you wish

to testify; or (b) registering by email by sending your name and the agenda item on which you wish to

testify to amy.nelson@oregonmetro.gov. Those wishing to testify in person should fill out a card

located on the table directly outside the meeting room door.

Those requesting to comment virtually during the meeting can do so by joining the meeting using this

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87607282304?pwd=SFBiOVJHdWp0RVlRZU1uMDA0Vitqdz09 and

using the “Raise Hand” feature in Zoom or emailing amy.nelson@oregonmetro.gov. Individuals will

have three minutes to testify unless otherwise stated at the meeting.

3. Commission/Council Liaison Communication

4. General Manager Communications

5. Financial Update

MERC Finance Report MERC 25-355.1

Presenter(s):  Ashley Sloan, MERC Finance Manager 

 

Finance ReportAttachments:

6. Venue Business Reports
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https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6190
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=21b89472-473a-4059-b163-6709210e552e.pdf
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7. Consent Agenda

In Consideration of the July 2, 2025 MERC Meeting 

Minutes

MERC 25-367.1

Meeting MinutesAttachments:

8. Action Agenda

Resolution No. 25-06: For the purpose of increasing 

income thresholds for Metro’s First Opportunity Target 

Area hiring program

RES 25-068.1

Presenter(s): Craig Stroud, General Manager, Visitor Venues  

Resolution No 25-06

Staff Report

Attachment A: FOTA Audit Report

Attachments:

9. Presentations

Levy Annual Update MERC 25-379.1

Presenter(s): Ed Strong, Vice President of Hospitality & Strategy at Levy 

Restaurants

 

Travel Portland 4th Quarter Report MERC 25-389.2

Presenter(s): James Jessie,  Chief Sales Officer

Jon Hixon, Senior Vice President of Business Strategy

Desiree Everett, Vice President of Convention Sales and 

Services 

 

Travel Portland 4th Quarter 2024-25 ReportAttachments:
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https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6194
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ad271e14-b26e-4e60-aef6-6fe18905af4d.pdf
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6191
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e2637baf-5ee7-4c18-be33-37e8a2b25b42.pdf
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6f3f4252-302a-49b9-9006-3b49c60e127c.pdf
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=abe044fb-698e-4079-b505-09fa068068e0.pdf
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6192
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6193
https://oregonmetro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ce3b8f7d-b44a-4ffb-b8c8-36f3924863ef.pdf
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